[Rotational angioplasty--recanalization of chronic arterial occlusion using a slowly rotating catheter. Clinical results with 100 patients].
Between December 1986 and January 1989, 100 patients with chronic occlusions of peripheral arteries were treated with the new technique of low speed rotational angioplasty. This uses a relatively thick, flexible and blunt catheter, which is driven by an electric motor (100 to 200 r.p.m.). The success rate in the superficial femoral and popliteal arteries of the initial intervention for occlusions less than 10 cm was 90%, for occlusions of less than 10 cm, it was 80%. Occlusions on which conventional techniques had failed were successfully recanalized in 65%. Recanalisation was also successful in seven out of 12 patients with occluded iliac arteries. There were no perforations or other serious complications. It is concluded that the new method is particularly effective and safe for recanalisation of chronic vascular occlusions and should also be considered for cases which previously could only be treated surgically.